BLENDING IN DIEGESIS

Diegesis is typically described as a narrator’s telling a story, in a particular way. In
diegesis, the narrator is always providing only slight prompts for the audience ro
conceive of a story, and that conceprion necessarily requires, throughour, on the
most basic level, conceprual blending. This ralk will review aspects of conceprual
blending that are consciously and explicitly put onstage during diegesis. For exam-
plt;, Martthew 21:1-16, the puruhh‘ of the laborers in the vineya rd,
narrates the story of the landowner who went our early in the
Morning to hire workers for his rinf}':lrd. Bur we know trom the
introduction thar the particular diegeric story is only one input
to the understanding: we are to blend the Fairness of the land-
owner with the Fairness of our Lord in the Kingdom of Heaven.
Old Testamenrt examples are equally easy ro proliterate. 2 Samuel

12:1-7 tells us at the end that the point of the diegesis is a blend.
Everyone knows thar we are to blend the poor man wirh Uriah the Hircite, the ewe
lamb with Uriah’s wife, Bathsheba, and the rich man with David. Such diegertic
blends are all-important. Bur in fact, they are the merest tip of the iceberg. This ralk
will move on to the larger range of cases in ancient narrative where the indispensable
conceprual blending is less obvious. Advanced blending is a basic and constant menral
operation for human beings. There is no diegesis of anv kind withour ir.
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